
ALAMANCE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

 

Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Health 

  

December 17, 2013 

 

 
The Alamance County Board of Health met at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 17, 2013, 
in the Professional Board Room of the Human Services Center located at 319-B North 
Graham-Hopedale Road, Burlington, North Carolina. 
  
The following board members were present:  Mr. Kent Tapscott, Chair; Ms. Kathleen 
Colville, Vice-Chair; Dr. Donald Courtney; Dr. Kary Dodd; Ms. Linda Massey; and Mr. 
Michael Venable was present via conference call. 
 
The following staff members were present:  Mr. Barry Bass, Mr. Carl Carroll, Dr. 
Kathleen Shapley-Quinn, Ms. Gayle Shoffner, Ms. Janna Elliott, Ms. Stacie Turpin 
Saunders, Ms. Martha Kaufman, Ms. Peggy Bowman, Ms. Marilyn Steele, and Ms. 
Ariana Lawrence. 
 
The following guests were present:  Mr. Bryan Hagood, Assistant County Manager, Dr. 
Hillary Carroll, Dr. Joseph Pringle, Mr. Raymond Bowman, and Ms. Doris Steele.  
 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

 
Board of Health Chairman, Mr. Kent Tapscott, called the meeting to order at 6:44 
p.m. 
 

II. Recognition of 2013 Board of Health and Health Director Award 
Recipients, and Retirees 

 

Mr. Kent Tapscott presented the 2013 Public Health Partnership Award to Dr. 

Joseph Pringle, Burlington Pediatrics and Dr. Hillary Carroll, Kernodle Clinic for 

the great work they have done implementing project LAUNCH in their practices.  

Mr. Kent Tapscott also presented the 2013 Employee of the Year award to Ms. 

Marilyn Steele. 

Mr. Tapscott presented Ms. Peggy Bowman with a plaque recognizing her seven 

years as an Alamance County Health Department employee. Ms. Bowman will 

retire December 31, 2013. 
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Mr. Tapscott presented Dr. Donald Courtney with a plaque recognizing his nine 

years of service as a member, Vice Chairman and Chairman of the Board of 

Health. 

Mr. Barry Bass recognized Ms. Constance Alfano for her twelve years of service as 

an Alamance County Health Department employee. Ms. Alfano will retire 

December 31, 2013. 

Mr. Barry Bass announced that he presented the Health Director’s 2013 “You Can 

Count on Me Award” to Ms. Nicole Alston. 

 
III. Project LAUNCH Update 

 
 Dr. Joseph Pringle and Dr. Hillary Carroll provided the board with a project 
LAUNCH update. Both physicians spoke about how much implementing project 
LAUNCH in their practices has helped children and families. 

 
IV. Public Comments 

 
No public comments were made.  

 
V. Approval of the October 15, 2013 Board of Health Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Michael Venable to approve the 
October 15, 2013, Board of Health minutes.  The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Kathleen Colville and approved 
unanimously by the board. 

  
 
VI. BlueCross BlueShield Professional Development Update 
 

Ms. Stacie Saunders provided the board with an update on the BlueCross 
BlueShield Professional Development.  
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Ms. Saunders thanked management team, and all health department staff for 
participating in this project and being patient while the management team is 
learning new skills.  
Ms. Kathleen Colville expressed how impressed she was with the professionalism 
in the health department. Ms. Colville said it is great that the health department 
is concentrating on both internal and external customer service.  
Mr. Bryan Hagood commented that the work being done at the health 
department is admirable. 
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VII. Administrative Reports 
A. Personnel Report 

 
Ms. Janna Elliott provided the Board with the Personnel Update 

 
PERSONNEL UPDATE 

New Hires / Transfers / Resignations: 

 Janice Tilley began in the Public Health Nurse III – Quality Assurance position effective 
November 1, 2013 

 Janet Morrow began in the Processing Assistant III – Intake Clerk position effective 
November 7, 2013.  

 Jessica Randolph began in the Community Health Technician (CNA) position effective 
December 3, 2013. 

 Maria Harrison is resigning from her position as Public Health Nurse I effective 
December 31, 2013. 

 Connie Alfano is retiring from her position as Public Health Nurse I effective January 1, 
2014. 

 Peggy Bowman is retiring from her position as Processing Assistant IV effective January 
1, 2014. 

 

Recruiting to fill the following positions: 

 Processing Assistant IV- Administration (conducting interviews) 

 Quality Assurance Officer (reviewing applications) 

 Public Health Nurse I (two positions)- (reviewing applications) 

 Social Worker II – CC4C (conducting interviews) 

 Foreign Language Interpreter II (accepting applications) 
 

Vacant positions: 

 Public Health Nurse I (two positions) 

 Processing Assistant III - Admin  

 
 

B. Budget Update 
 

Ms. Janna Elliott provided the board with a detailed expense and revenue report 
to date. 

 

 
 

VIII. Personal Health Committee Update 
           
            Mr. Kent Tapscott reviewed the minutes from the November 19, 2013 Personal 
 Health Committee meeting. 



Board of Health Minutes  December 17, 2013 
 

Page 6 of 14 
 

 
IX. Personal Health Update 

 
Ms. Gayle Shoffner reported that as of December 16, 2013 the health department 
nurse staff has administered 1,443 vaccines so far this season. Ms. Shoffner 
shared a 2013 wellness update from Ms. Glenda Linens, Wellness Program 
Coordinator at the health department.  
Ms. Shoffner informed the board that Ms. Megan Litz, Ms. Ann Meletze and Ms. 
Christie Sykes will be working together to improve and provide literacy efforts in 
the waiting rooms for children. Ms. Litz presented the proposal to the 
management team and it was approved. The group will work together to move 
forward with the next steps in this process.  
Mr. Tapscott requested that Ms. Litz and Ms. Linens attend a board of health 
meeting so they can describe the details of this intiative. The board would also 
like to show their appreciation for the good work they are doing.  

 
X. Environmental Health Committee Update 

  
Mr. Michael Venable reviewed the minutes from the November 19, 2013 
Environmental Health Committee meeting. Mr. Venable noted that during the 
Blanchard’s presentation, they mentioned that it was difficult to find information 
on the Environmental Health website about what to do if there is a potential 
exposure to rabies. It was suggested by the Blanchard’s that the website have 
more information about rabies and what to do if you need assistance for a 
potential rabies exposure. 

 

XI. Environmental Health Update 
 

Mr. Carl Carroll commented on the website suggestion from the Blanchard’s. Mr. 

Carroll informed the board that since this issue was raised, the website has been 

updated to give clear directions on what to do in case of a potential rabies 

exposure. The directions are as follows: 

IF YOU NEED IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE REGARDING A 

POTIENTIAL RABIES EXPOSURE Monday - Friday from 8:00 am to 

5:00 pm, call (336) 570-6367 and after hours and on holidays call 911 

or email carl.carroll@alamance-nc.com 

Mr. Carroll sent out a memo and e-mail in June 2013 to all the local animal 

control agencies about what to do in case of a potential rabies exposure. After the 

incident with the Blanchard’s dog, Mr. Carroll followed up with the Gibsonville 

police department and reminded them of the process in the event of a potential 

exposure. 
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Mr. Carroll shared the following data with the board: 

• Since 1997, in Alamance County, 155 dogs and cats (mostly dogs) have 

been euthanized after being exposed to a known or suspected rabid animal. Eight 

dogs have been quarantined for six months instead of euthanasia during the same 

time. 

• Over the last five years (2008-2013), about nine dogs per year were 

euthanized and one dog per year quarantined for six months due to a rabies 

exposure (or suspected exposure) and not currently vaccinated. 

• During the previous eleven years (1997-2008), about nine dogs per year 

were euthanized and about one dog per four years quarantined for 6 months due 

to rabies exposure (or suspected exposure) and not currently vaccinated.  

Mr. Carroll informed the board that Mr. Neal Floyd will conclude his training 

with the regional soil scientist on December 18, 2013, and in a few weeks will be 

able to work independently. 

Mr. Carroll updated the board about the ground water contamination of MTBE 

from the former Faircloth Store on Hwy 49 South. A well was drilled about 800 

feet away from the location of the leaking gas tanks, and the water was found to 

be contaminated at a level of 22 parts per billion of MTBE. Environmental health 

staff has been working with the homeowners, the state toxicologist and the 

engineering firm that represents the previous store owner on the issue. 

 
XII. Medical Director’s Report 

 
 Dr. Shapley-Quinn presented the following data to the board.  
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XIII. Health Director’s Report 

Mr. Barry Bass updated the board on the Affordable Care Act. On behalf of 
Alamance County, the Health Department is a Certified Application Counselor 
(CAC) Organization. Employees who are interested may take a five hour on-line 
course to become an application counselor to assist with enrolling those who 
qualify. The county may consider contracting with an employee to be the local 
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coordinator for this process. Legal Aid and Piedmont Health Services continue to 
enroll people and take referrals to assist with the enrollment process.  
Mr. Bass informed the board that the Open Door Clinic is relocating to the old                  
health education building and is set to open in January 2014. 
Mr. Bass discussed the county weapons policy with the board. Citizens, clients 
and staff may carry firearms openly or concealed carry (if permitted) in all county 
buildings except the detention center, courtrooms and Family Justice Center. 

 
XIV. Old Business 

Mr. Bass reminded the board of the current vacancies on the board of health 
which are as follows: representative of the general public, registered nurse, 
physician, and soon-to-be vacant veterinary. There has been an application 
submitted for the physician position, and it will be considered for appointment 
during the January Board of Commissioners meeting.  
 
 

XV. New Business 
 

A. Request for Approval of the 2013 State of the County Health Report 
Ms. Stacie Turpin Saunders presented the Board with the 2013 State of the 
County Health Report for review.  
 
A motion was made by Ms. Kathleen Colville to approve the 2013 
State of the County Health Report. The motion was seconded by 
Mr. Michael Venable and approved unanimously by the board. 
 
 
B. Proposed Resolution: Vision for Public Education 
Mr. Bass presented the Alamance Burlington School System Vision for Public Education.  
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Mr. Bass requested adoption of a proposed resolution in support of the vision for 

public education in Alamance County to the board.  

A motion was made by Dr. Donald Courtney to adopt the resolution. 
The motion was seconded by Ms. Kathleen Colville and approved 
unanimously by the board. 
 
C. Election of 2014 Board of Health Officers 

Mr. Kent Tapscott reviewed the nominations for 2014 Board of Health 
officers. 
 

A motion was made by Ms. Kathleen Colville to elect Mr. 
Kent Tapscott as Board of Health Chairman, Mr. Michael 
Venable as Board of Health Vice Chairman, Mr. Charles 
Huffine as Environmental Health Committee Chairman and 
Dr. Kary Dodd  as Personal Health Committee Chairman for 
2014.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Linda Massey and 
approved unanimously by the board. 

 
 
D. Approval of 2014 Board of Health Meeting Schedule 

Mr. Kent Tapscott reviewed the proposed 2014 Board of Health Meeting 
Schedule. 
 

A motion was made by Dr. Kary Dodd to approve the 2014 
Board of Health meeting schedule as proposed.  The motion 
was seconded by Ms. Kathleen Colville and approved 
unanimously by the board. 

 
XVI. Other 

No other business was discussed. 

XVII. Closed Session 
 
The meeting went into closed session per N.C. General Statute 
143-318.11 (a) (6) at 9:28 p.m. for the purpose of discussing a 
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personnel issue. A motion was made by Dr. Donald Courtney to 
go into closed session. The motion was seconded by Dr. Kary 
Dodd. 
 
During the closed session, Mr. Bass submitted his intent to retire effective 
March 1, 2014.  
 
A motion was made by Ms. Linda Massey to accept Mr. Bass’ 
retirement. The motion was seconded by Mr. Michael Venable 
and approved unanimously by the board.  

 

 

XVIII. Adjournment 
 
With no further action or discussion, the meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m. 
 

ALAMANCE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH  
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Mr. W. Kent Tapscott, Chair 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Mr. Joseph B. Bass, Jr., Secretary 


