
ALAMANCE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

Minutes 
 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Health 
 

June 21, 2011 
 
The Alamance County Board of Health met at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 21, 
2011, 2011, in the Professional Board Room of the Human Services Center 
located at 319-B North Graham-Hopedale Road, Burlington, North Carolina. 
 
The following board members were present:  Dr. Michael Blocker, Chairman; 
Dr. Donald Courtney, Vice-Chairman; Ms. Linda Massey, Commissioner; Dr. 
Kary Dodd; Dr. William Porfilio; Ms. Lynda Puckett; Mr. Kent Tapscott; Mr. 
Michael Venable; and Mr. Charles Wilson. 
 
The following staff members were present:  Mr. Barry Bass, Mr. Carl Carroll, 
Ms. Christy Bradsher, Dr. Kathleen Shapley-Quinn, Mr. Eric Nickens, Ms. 
Fonda Mayer and Ms. Janna Elliott. 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
  
 Dr. Donald Courtney, Vice-Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:32 

pm.   
 
  
II. Oath of Office for New Board of Health Member 

 
Dr. William Porfilio, newly appointed Ophthalmologist on the board, 
was administered the oath of office by Ms. Janna Elliott. 

 
 

III.  Approval of the April 19, 2011, Board of Health Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Kent Tapscott to 
approve the April 19, 2011, Board of Health 
minutes.   The motion was seconded by Ms. 
Lynda Puckett and approved unanimously by 
the board. 

 
 

IV. Public Comment 
 
No public comments were made. 
 

 
V. Administrative Reports 

 
A. Personnel Update 

Ms. Janna Elliott provided the board with the following Personnel 
Update: 
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B.  Budget Amendments/Transfers  

 
Ms. Christy Bradsher presented the Health, WIC and Dental 
amendments and transfers 24 – 25 for the 2010-2011 fiscal year 
for board approval: 
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A motion was made by Mr. Michael Venable 
to approve the Health, WIC and Dental 
budget amendments and transfers 24 – 25 for 
FY 2010-2011.  The motion was seconded by 
Dr. Kary Dodd and was approved by the 
board unanimously. 

 
VI. Personal Health Committee Update 

 
Mr. Kent Tapscott presented the minutes from the May 17, 2011, 
Personal Health Committee meeting. 
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VII. Personal Health Update 

 
Dr. Kathleen Shapley-Quinn informed the board about the recent Tdap 
clinic held on June 7, 2011, at Sylvan Elementary School.  Forty local 
rising sixth graders received their Tdap vaccination at this clinic. 
 
Dr. Shapley-Quinn discussed that due to recent alterations in provider 
schedules, there is now an increased availability of child health 
appointments for the public. In addition to this, the next quality 
improvement (QI) initiative will focus on the child health clinic. A child 
health QI team has been formed and is meeting in preparation for 
incorporating and implementing “Bright Futures” in the child health 
clinic. Bright Futures is a new state required initiative, which includes 
guiding principles, tools and clinical strategies that are theory-based, 
evidence-driven and systems-oriented, and will be used to improve the 
health and wellbeing of all children through culturally appropriate 
interventions that address health promotion needs of the child and 
family.  The target date for implementation is August 2011.  
 
Dr. Shapley-Quinn reported that pregnancy case management (PCM) 
services have been established and incorporated in two participating 
pregnancy medical home practices, Westside OB/GYN and UNC 
Hospitals OB Practices. Services will hopefully be incorporated into a 
third practice, Piedmont Health Services, in July 2011. As a part of the 
state mandated case management programmatic changes, involving 
PCM and Care Coordination for Children (CC4C), documentation will 
also change. In June, staff participated in state provided trainings for use 
of “CMIS,” an electronic record of care management activities designed 
for and used by Community Care of North Carolina.  Beginning the week 
of June 28, 

VIII. Environmental Health Committee Update 

2011, case management staff will “go live” with the roll out of 
this computerized documentation.  
 
 

 
Mr. Carl Carroll presented the minutes from the May 17, 2011, 
Environmental Health Committee meeting. 
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IX. Environmental Health Update 

 
Mr. Carroll stated the potential fourth case of rabies noted in the May 17, 
2011, Environmental Health Committee minutes, was confirmed and two 
individuals received post-exposure prophylaxis.  
 
Mr. Carroll reminded the board that Environmental Health staff mail 
surveys to all restaurant clients and two random on-site wastewater 
clients each day.  He provided them with results from customer surveys 
regarding the Environmental Health services provided. 
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Mr. Carroll stated that every two years, staff facility assignments are 
reassigned for quality assurance purposes.  He is currently working with 
staff to reassign more than 1,100 facilities which are inspected on a 
regular basis by staff. 
 
Mr. Carroll updated the board on the smoking regulations in restaurants 
and bars.  41 of 42 violations occurred in the first year since the law was 
enacted.  Most of those violations occurred in bars.  A violation is 
incurred when a “No Smoking” sign is not posted conspicuously; when 
ashtrays are provided; or when smoking is being allowed by patrons or 
employees within the facility.  The Health Department receives 
notification from the State Tobacco Prevention and Control Branch every 
Tuesday via email if a complaint has been received the previous week 
through the State website or hotline. Environmental health also sites 
facilities for violation if seen during regular inspections of food service 
and lodging facilities. If an Environmental Health Specialist visits a site 
and notes a violation, a First Notice of Violation is mailed to the owner.  
If subsequent violation(s) occur, a Subsequent Notice of Violation is 
mailed to the owner each time the violation occurs.  The third notice of 
violation, and any additional beyond three notices, includes a $200 per 
day fine until corrective action has been demonstrated.  Alamance 
County Health Department has issued one notice including the $200 per 
day fine.  The owner has not appealed, nor has he paid the fine.  Because 
of cases in Guilford and Pitt Counties, Alamance County Attorney, Clyde 
Albright, is not pursuing at this time because the Court of Appeals may 
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overturn the law. He has instructed Mr. Carroll to cite facilities if 
violations occur up to and including one $200 fine. 
 
 

X. Medical Director’s Report 
  
Dr. Kathleen Shapley-Quinn responded to a question Dr. Blocker asked 
at the May 17, 2011, Personal Health Committee (PHC) meeting about 
why there were no documented cases of Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever 
(RMSF) on the spread sheet of notifiable diseases.  An updated spread 
sheet was provided to board members.  
 

 
 
Dr. Shapley-Quinn explained that prior to 2009, the numbers for each 
communicable disease (CD) were based on a hand count by Alamance 
County Health Department (ACHD) nurses.  These were entered in this 
data base by Ms. Kathy Brooks.  Data entered into our CD database as of 
2009 were entered from a new state communicable disease tracing 
database (NC EDSS: North Carolina Electronic Surveillance System).  
The data is separated in NC EDSS into three groups:  1) those that do not 
meet a case definition for a disease are eliminated from the database; 2) 
those listed as “probable disease” (e.g.  a case of pertussis which, per the 
CDC is probably pertussis, but not confirmed by laboratory testing); and 
3) those listed as “confirmed disease.”  The table provided at the May 17, 
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2011, PHC meeting only reflected confirmed cases of disease in all 
categories (for 2009 and 2010), meaning there were no confirmed cases 
of Rocky Mountain spotted fever in 2010.  Confirmation of RMSF is 
often not done because it requires blood testing initially and then 2-4 
weeks later.  If a patient is well, the follow-up blood test often is not 
completed.  Review of the NCEDSS system data for Alamance County 
demonstrated that we were notified of 10 cases of RMSF in 2009 and 10 
cases in 2010, meaning 10 cases each year met the definition for either 
confirmed or probable RMSF (these were Probable RMSF cases).   
 
 

XI. Health Director’s Report 
 

Mr. Barry Bass reported that Alamance County was not awarded the 
Nurse Family Partnership grant as discussed at the April 19, 2011, Board 
of Health meeting.  He commended the efforts of Ms. Stacie Saunders for 
her hard work in coordinating and writing the grant. Tier I (economically 
depressed) counties were apparently given preference to receive funding. 
 
Mr. Bass stated the Board of Commissioners voted to adopt the proposed 
FY2011-12 Budget Ordinance at their June 6, 2011 meeting. 
 
Mr. Bass shared Senate Bills 433 and 551 had been merged and will be 
reviewed by committees until May 2012.  Mr. Bass discussed state 
budget reductions which will affect public health services, including 
health promotion, Smart Start and TOP (Teen Outreach Program). 
 
Mr. Bass stated that he recently submitted a letter requesting that ACHD 
to be allowed to bill Medicaid directly rather than through DPH.  If 
approved, this should provide more efficient and accurate accounting. 
 

 
XII. Old Business 

 
No old business was discussed. 

 
 

XIII. New Business 
 

A. Request to Approve Changes to Policy on Community 
Outreach and Education  
 
Mr. Eric Nickens presented changes to the Policy on Community 
Outreach and Education for board review and approval. 
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Mr. Michael Venable moved to approve the Policy on 
Community Outreach and Education as presented with a 
change to Section VI, Part J from “72 hours” to “3 
business days.”   The motion was seconded by Dr. Donald 
Courtney and approved unanimously by the board. 

 
B. Request to Approve Changes to Policy on Confidentiality 

and Release of Medical Records 
 

Mr. Bass presented changes to the Policy on Confidentiality and 
Release of Medical Records for board review and approval. 
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Dr. Donald Courtney moved to approve the 
Policy on Confidentiality and Release of 
Medical Records as presented with change to 
make the header effective and revision dates 
consistent and include June 21, 2011.   The 
motion was seconded by Ms. Lynda Puckett 
and approved unanimously by the board. 

 
 

C. Request to Approve Changes to Formulation of Policies and 
Procedures 
 
Mr. Bass presented changes to the Formulation of Policies and 
Procedures for board review and approval. 
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Dr. Donald Courtney moved to approve the 
Formulation of Policies and Procedures as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Dr. 
Kary Dodd and approved unanimously by the 
board. 

 
 

D. Request to Approve Changes to Media Relations Policy  
 

Mr. Nickens presented changes to the Media Relations Policy for 
board review and approval. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Michael Venable 
to approve the Media Relations Policy as 
presented changing all references to 
“Facebook” and “Twitter” to “Social Media.”  
The motion was seconded by Dr. William 
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Porfilio and approved unanimously by the 
board. 

 
 

E. Request to Approve Changes to Service Eligibility Policy 
 
Mr. Barry Bass presented changes to the Service Eligibility Policy for 
board review and approval. 
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Mr. Kent Tapscott moved to approve the 
Service Eligibility Policy as presented.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Donald Courtney 
and approved unanimously by the board. 
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F. Request to Approve Changes to Policy - Illegal Solid Waste Disposal 

Enforcement Program and Request to Approve Changes to Policy – 
Well Construction Water Quality Program 
 
Mr. Carroll presented changes to the Policy - Illegal Solid Waste 
Disposal Enforcement Program for board review and approval. 
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Mr. Carroll also presented changes to the Policy – Well Construction 
Water Quality Program for board review and approval. 



Board of Health Minutes 57 June 21, 2011 

   

 



Board of Health Minutes 58 June 21, 2011 

   

 



Board of Health Minutes 59 June 21, 2011 

   

 
 

Mr. Michael Venable made a motion to 
approve the Policy - Illegal Solid Waste 
Disposal Enforcement Program and Policy – 
Well Construction Water Quality Program as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Kent Tapscott and approved unanimously by 
the board. 

 
 

G. Request to Approve and Adopt Operating Procedures of the 
Alamance County Board of Health 
 
Mr. Bass presented Operating Procedures of the Alamance County 
Board of Health for board review and approval. 
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A motion was made by Ms. Linda Massey to 
approve the Operating Procedures of the 
Alamance County Board of Health as 
presented with change to Section 1, Part A 
from “February” to “December.”  The motion 
was seconded by Dr. Donald Courtney and 
approved unanimously by the board. 

 
 

H. Request to Approve the Alamance County Health 
Department Strategic Action Plan 2011 – 2015 
 
Mr. Eric Nickens presented board members with a draft of the 
Alamance County Health Department Strategic Action Plan for 2011 
– 2015.  It has been posted on the Health Department’s website to 
allow for public comment.  Board of Health members will review the 
draft and discuss the Plan at the August 16, 2011, Board of Health 
meeting. 

 
 

I. Request to Approve the Dental Clinic Policy 
 
Mr. Bass presented the Dental Clinic Policy for board review and 
approval. 
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A motion was made by Dr. Donald Courtney 
to approve the Dental Clinic Policy as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Michael Venable and approved unanimously 
by the board. 

 
XIV. Other 
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A. Committee to Conduct Health Director’s Performance 
Evaluation 

 
Dr. Blocker stated that Mr. Bass’ performance evaluation for July 1, 
2010 through June 30, 2011, was due.  Mr. Bass will submit his list of 
accomplishments and goals to Ms. Janna Elliott, who will distribute 
to Board of Health members and solicit comments from all members.  
The evaluation will be conducted during a closed session at the 
August 16, 2011, Board of Health meeting. 
 
Mr. Bass circulated the most recent edition of “County Lines” from 
the NCACC featuring an article about Ms. Massey receiving the 
“Distinguished Alumni” award from Alamance Community College. 
 
Mr. Bass informed the board he will be at the SAMHSA Conference in 
Chicago July 17 – 21 with the Alamance Alliance.  He will be on 
vacation August 8 – 12. 

 
 

XV. Adjournment 
 
With no further action or discussion, the meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 

 
 
ALAMANCE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Dr. Michael Blocker, Chairman 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Mr. Joseph B. Bass, Jr., Secretary 


